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of the 9th lnfdntry, 1t is nacaSSdry to d;lscuss, in
general, the operations of other units of the divis ion
of which this regiment formed & part, and to mention,
at times, the location of adjacent units. I shall,
therefore, mention at this time the other orgenizations
with which I shall deal in this discussion.

The 9th Infantry cons tituted part of the &rd Infantry
Brigade, 2nd Division (Regs) during its participation in
the World War. The remainder of this brigade was made
up by the 28rd Infantry and the Hth liaching Gun Battalion,.

The 4th Infantry Brigade, 2nd Division, was composed of

AR AR IR ST R D

(1) Pers. Bxp,

the Bth and 6th Regiments of larines and the 6th Machine
Gun Battalion (Marines). During the operation of Novem=
ber 1 = 11, 1918, the wnite on the right of the 2nd
Division wers those of the 89th Division, amd units on
the left were those of the B80th Division to Novamber 6th,
then those of the lat Division,
Ay daveber o A0l o o Inteswy Bl o L
vetoran regiment, seasonsd by several severe and success-

ful campaigns against veteran Geyman troops. (1) It had

just completed a tour of duty with the Fourth French Army,

wder General Gourand, where it axperienoed severe fight-
ing from October 3rd to 9th, inclusive, and suffered a
casualty list of thirty=two (32) of ficers and nine hundred
and four (904) enlisted men. It had won the right to have
inscribed upon ite banner the names of Chateau-Thierry,
Soissona, St. lihiel and Blano«iiont, all brilliant victories

in which this regiment had played an important role.

L
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ability which it expected to uphold. The campaign

of MNovembor 1 = 11, 1918, was des tined to add mors
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of perne'crd.ting d.eep into the enemy g

BNEMY SITUATION AND PLAN OF ATTACK

The German positions within the 2nd Vivision sector
ran along the Kriemhilde S3tellung, roughly the line
through Ste Georges and lLaenires et 3te. Georges with
thelir outposts pushed up the ridge south of the latter

(2) 2nd Div, Hist. places (2) The 52nd German Division held this line,
with reserve units organized in depthe Although this
line was not extensively orgenized with trenches, it

contained numerous machine guns and utilized fully

tha notuml stpenoth of the temein, (33c—mlp)
The plan of the 2nd Livision for the attack on
November 1st provided for an attack in colwan of bri-

gades, 4th Brigade in assanlt and 3rd Brigade in re~-

(3) Rece2nd Div., sorves (3) The 23rd Infantry was to attack abreast
Vol. 1,
Fe Oe Noo 49 the 4th Brigade in the right half of tho division sector
N AT USRRMMAGN, .5 i i S s AR, NI VRS W S e 8, 2ot O o B M & L ot IR,

Brigade, Hlaborate arrangemonts were made for artillery
and machine gun barrages preliminapry to and during the

initial stage of the attacke All units were to be in

R T e position by 2800 Adis, November lst, for the attack at

5330 Aole
QPERATION ON NOVEMBER 13T

The 9th Infentry, commanded by Colonel R. Os Ven
Horn, with headquarters at 3ommerance, was ordered to

foilow the 6th Merinags at about one kilometer, in column



of battalions, in tho laft of the division sector as

(4) Recs 2nd Div., division reserves (4) It wes assigned. the.méesion of
Yol. 2 ot i Sl bl 3 ke e
Fe 00 Noo 42 protecting the left fiank of the division against
(6) Rece 2nd Div,, hostile counter-attack. (5)
Vole 2
Fo O Noo 44 The Machine Gun Company, 9th Infantry, commanded

by Captain Roy C. Hilton, had been placed under the
orders of the Commanding Officer, bth lachine Gun Bat=-
talion for barrage work, and was ordered to join the

Third Battalion of 1ts regiment wupon completion of

(6) Rece 2md Dive, this mission. (6) This company was assigned thres
Vol, 2
Memo. Yo, 25 areas within the enemy lines wupon which a barrage was

to be placed from position about sixteen hundred me ters

ridge. (3ee map) The targets included a road and woods
one kilometer northeast of St. Georges; western edge
of Bolas des Hazols and slope of hill to ravins west
thereof; ravine, road and railroad four hundred meters
south of Bois des Hazois. All of these targets were
A o st ¥ 3 s S eosen DA D ulo B Sunc Ok & A TP PN i w5, AR 5 I 0 i i i eyt S DA bt i 1, 2 s
barrage started at 33230 Adle (H = 2 hra.) and continued
until 6300 AJde (H # 30 min,) These targets were engaged
one 2t a time from data calculated and chocked the previous

______day, the farthest target boing engeged from 6300 to 63580

Adie in order to clear our attacking troops. About 40,000
rounds of ammunition were fired on these areas by 6300
AJiey &t vhich time the company left the barrage position
{(7) Hilton to join the Third Battalion. (7)
By the time the liachins Gun Company reached the
place designated to join the Third Battallion, not later
than 633C Adie, the regiment was already moving forward
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in rear of the 6th lMarines in the order, Third, First
and second Battalions, with & distance of about five
hundred yards bstweon battalions. Companigs "0" and
"D, bth lachins Gun Battalion, were attached to the
Socond and Pirat Battalions, 9th Infantry, respectively.
In this fomation the reglment followed the 6th larines
at about ons kilometer until the assaulting brigode
roached its final objoctive for the days This placed
the leading (third) battalion along ths ravine just west
of Bayonville et Chennery with the other battaliona in
thoir same relative positions along this ravine, where
all dug in for the day. In this position tho regiment
suffered some casualties from enemy artillery fire and

fire from enemy snipers on the left flanke Units of

O PINMII YY T en es bh ARSI, L e ek N S

the 80th Division had mnot advanced abreast our divis 1on,
s0 the 9th Infantry sent patrols towerd the left flank
which captured or killed the snipers who were causing
casualties among our troops.

OP&‘RATIONb Ol NOVmMBER Z.ND

BTy,

T A

The next day, November 2nd, found this regiment
in divis ion reserve in the same position it had ocoupled
on the previous days This situation was to change before
the day had pessed. At about 1300 Pelle orders were re-

coived for this reglment to relieve the Bth Regiment of

(8) Recs 2nd Liv,, Marines on the right of the diviaion sector. (8) [The
Vole 1.
Pe 0o No, 51 28rd Infantry was to relieve the 6th Regiment of liarines

on our left. In preparation to making thls relief,
Lisutenant Colonel Coray, who was attached to the 9th
Infantry, and the battalion commandera of this regiment

made a reconnaissance of tho position held by the bth



.....

Marines in & drizzling rain in the afternoon. Just
about the time the regiment had started forward to
ﬁﬁke this relief, & change of orders was rsceivsd
dirscting the 3rd Brigade to advance through the posi-
tion held by the 4th Brigade, regiments abrsast, 9th

Infantry on the right, to the heights bayond the

(9) 2nd Div, Hist. Bxploitation line. (9) The leading battalions of both
FeOo Noo 45,
3rd Brigede rogiments were ordered to oross the position held by

the 4th Brigade &t 8300 Peiey, move by night for a dig~
tance of about two kilometors beyond this line, orgenize
the heights just north of ths line Nouart = - Fossd and
prepare for & vigorous pursuite

The execution of this order to advance into enemy

territory at night was both interesting and excitinge
Of the three battalion commanders to exscuts this order
—in the 9th Infézitry, one was aryoung captain - Captain
Platner, commanding the First Battalion; the other two =
Major Day, commanding the Second Battalion, was about
twenty=-throo years of age. LANG M8 3010 Komhie s VORMEEVIVORRNE. v st wop s bl 23
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the Third Battalion, was about twenty-ons years of age,

it o S S

and both had just received their promotions to the grade
of Majore This will give an indication of the goneral

condition of commissioned and non-commissioned personnsl

A i in the regiment made necessary by tho great numberof
casualties it had suffered at Blanc Liont.
As previously stated, the Sxploitation line (Nouart -
Fosed) was about two kilometers beyomd the 1ins held by
our 4th Brigade. The 4th Brigade had sent patrols tovward
' this 1line dwring the day but these patrols had been roughly
handled by the enmemy and had been withdrewn at 7300 Plle

IV RN AR & )




(10) Corey

(11) Corey

(12) 2m Dive Hist,

1t was gotting dark as this regiment moved tarough the
Marins outposts in the order First, Socond and Third
Battalions, This movement was made by marching in
colunn of twos along the Bayonville - Nouart road
toward the north to the line then held, thence north=-
easte As we came to the outguerds of the 5th Marines,
we were informed that the enemy was still occupying
the area to their immediate front, as we soon found

to ba tmue. (10) At this point the leading company
(Cos "A") sent forward & patrol of sevaral selected
men and the regiment moved slowly forward. Our patrol
was only about one hundred yards in advance of the
column and could just be seen from tho head of the
colume. The colunn then moved through & cut in the
road of considerable langth with banks five or six
faat high on both sides. As the head of the colwan
emerged from this cut and came out into the open, it

ran into an enomy outguard of 3ix or eight men., There

. . - 1, FeUpe) 0 P P
AR s AW N T, S g, A o8 . DTN B TS S et > Bl dolon TR B amRS E Ty b s TS o

patrol made use of & Browning Antomatic rifle pilcked
up from the 36th Yivision, which had reliewd us in

tho iont Blanc sector. (11) This enemy outguard was

-__ktl_}’d__ef_eapm, and-our-colunn again started forward, il

this time protectod by a platoon deployed to the front
and with small fiank guards from the loading company.
We had advanced only & short dis tance when we were

grested by fire from an enomy lins, estimated at about

three companles, extending from the r03d to our laft. (12)

The column on the road took cover against its banks

and the lsading elements started firing indescriminately.

N
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regimental headqerters and receive & raply. The First
Battalion was ordered to form fr attack, followed by
the Second and Third, in column of battalions, Company
"I", with one machine gun platoon attached, wes ordered
to combine with & like unit from the 89th Division to
insure lialson with this division on our rigat by fol-
lowing along division boundary,

The formation for this attack wes for the assault
battalion to place Companies "A'" and "B" in assault,
with Companies "G'" and "D" in raserve. Mach assault
company had two platoons in assault and two in support,

(18) Corey with each platoon formed in two waves., (18) This form=
ation allowed eight waves for each battaulion or twonty=-
four waves for the regiment, and provided tremendous
penetreting power. The boundaries between regiment were
as shown on map attached hersto,

The objective = ridge south of Vaux-en-Dieulet,
four kilomstors north of Fosse = wes reschod about 8316

(19) Rec. 24 Div., A.M. without serious resistance., (19) Liaison was

Vole. 4
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later in the day with the 23rd Infantry on our left,
and the Gth Marines supported ws in rear. The enseny
,%Q\'“ — seemed determined twt/let us advenca beyond this

line. Heavy machine gw fire waa directed 8t uws from
the front and from both flanks, Company "D" was sent
to the right to reduce machine gun fire coming from
le Champy Haut and a platoon was sent to 18 Fontaln au
Croncg Fme on our left for the sams purpose. These ;
units soon stopped the fire from our flanks but thet
to ocur front, which seemed to be protecting a battery

(20) Coray ~ of Germen artillery, inoressed in intsmsity. (20)
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It required some tims for the officers to stop this

(13) Corey fire. (13) The ememy was by this time well aware of
our advance into his lines, Company "A" was deployed
here, moved agalinst this position and routed the ensmy.
Our column halted here about midnight while a message
was sent back to the regimental commender at Bayonville
et Chennery stating the situation.

As to the distance this column had advanced by mid-
night there 1s some question. One authority stutes that
it reached a point 303.0 = 295.0 (See map), where it

(14) 2nd Div, His t. halted until 5300 Adle, November 3rd. (14) Another
gtatement, made by Lisutenant Colonel Corey who commanded
the column, 1s to the offect that it reached & point
about four and one-half kilometers from Bayonville et
Chennery, vhich v»;ould bo at a point about 304.1 = 29645,

(16) Corey almost to its objective. (15) I am inclined to favor
Colonel Corey's statement since I was at the rear of
the column and I believe I had just about passed our

e

s ”ﬁo"nt“ﬁﬁ‘é*h@f&*"%?%%%&m&a..3.!..-9,;%993(; however,

SRR T RT RO o u——
that the column advanced a short distance early the next

D S Y

morning before deploying in attack formation on the line

Nowert = Fosse.
“@Eﬂ'gmﬁ*m*-Ne-mﬁ—m““*w“‘“*‘“"‘*‘*““”‘"‘*"*‘*‘“““'

About 5300 Adile, November 3rd, the column continued
its edvance to %the jump=off line (Nowart = B‘osuo'). with
(16) 2nd Div, Hist. Company "A" as advance guard. (16) At 6300 Adie the
Regimental Adjutant, Ceptain Otto P. layr, reported %

Golonel Corey with orders from the regimental cormander

(17) Recs 24 Div., to attack at 6300 Adie, in compliance with brigade orders.(17)
Vol, 2
P 0s Noo 46 It had taken about silx hours to got & measage back to
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The Second Batizlion was moved up on the right and left
of the Firat Buttalion and &ll dug in on the reverse
s§lopes Regimental headquarters moved up to La Fontaine
au Croncg Fme, Ve were halted heme on our objectivs,
were reoce iving heavy machine gun and artillery fire and
suffering heavy casualties. Something needsd to be done
to rellevs thié situation.

From the tims we jumped off at six o'clock wntil we
roached this objective & battery of Gorman artillery could
be heard firing just ahead of us. It seemsd to be just
over the ridge which led us to belisve that it would come
into view as soon @s we reached ths ridge ahead. There
were several ridges that we advanced over and as we rezched
pach ono, the battery seemad to be just over the othor.
Finally, a8 we meached our objective about 83115, this
battery sounded only & few hundred yards ahesd of us,

Jus t at the southern edge of Bois de Belval, The machins
guns vhich were firing at us and increasing their fire
frdn a ridge immediately to our front must have been pro~
PUTR A RAS SRS L SIS ARSNGB L o e e et s AP
tecting this battery, as well a¥ making & fInul dsfensive -~ -
position along the southern edge of Bois de Belval. The
battory saw that our troops were gotting too closa for
its safety, and it soon ceased fire and pulled out.

".l!heré was a good reason for the increasing of enemy
me.chine gun fire to our front, The line now held by the
enemy was known as the Red lLine and ren along the great
at the south sdge of Bois de Belwal, thence southeast.
This line was to be orgenized for defemnse by 3300 Adi.l,
November 3rd, and was to bo held for two days¢2)In with-
drawing to this line 8trong officer patrols were loft to

delay our advance. We shall see whether or mot this line
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(21) 24 Live Hist, held for two days. (21)

T0 rellove our situvation several measures wers
taksne The first of thoese was to place artillery fire
on this ememy positions Our 15th Field Artillery bat-
teriss did this with good effect. Then at 12510 Pdl.,
the following message, in substance’was gent to the Srd
Brigade headquarters by Colonel Van Horn: "Heavy machine
gun and minenwerfor fire to our immediate front - our
prosent 1ling: 30445 = 3005 = 3055 = 30547 = 2997 =
casnalties heavy = enoemy fire increusing. We could
advance and occupy northorn adge of woods sast of Bois
du Sommanthe this afternoon, in my opinion. Objective
would be eight (8) kilometors from hers and we would -
not reach it before midnight. Beliewe, however, it

(22) Rece 24 Div., can be done. = = 0toe" (22) At 2300 Plile Field Orders
gzl}x.lﬁf.. His t. Noe 54 was i1ssued dirscting the 3rd Brigede, supported
by artillery, to push strong reconnaissances through

the forest in front, sieze a position in the vicinity

of Beawmnt (inel.) on loft, and connect with tha BIKN. . wswws: wssicumss

ST s S e . 0%

S, b e e TR . 7 e AR NN e A W
(23) Rece 24 Div., Diviaion on right near the north edge of Foret de Dieulet.(23)
;?l(.).lNo. b4 In compliance with this order, the J3rd Brigade
issued orders for the 9th Infantry and 23rd Infantry
to advance in broken columma via ro2d through Bois de
(24) Ivtog. id Div,, Belval to north edge of woods. (24) This advance wes
ole

to be supported by an artillery rolling barrage covering
the roads at two hundred yords on each slde, and & battery
of artillery was attached to each leading battalion.

Tais regiment was to start its march through the
forest and through the German linea at 2130 P, However,
it waited for two hours on the battery of attached artil-

lery, which pever arrived, and actually started advancing

% w 10 %
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about, 4530 Pelle Tho ordasr of marsh was fhird Battelion
and Machin Gun Company, 9th Infantry, forming advance
guard for thoe regiment, followed by ths Secord Battalion
and First Battalion, in the order mentioned, sach with
one compeny of the 5th lachine Gun Battalion attached.
4s the regiment was foming in the walley by the side of
the Belval =~ lg¢ Champy Haut road, & hail of artillery
shalls fell on our colum causing soms caswalties., This
expedited our formation and the column was socn on its
daring mission to march about five miles through the enemy
lines at night,.
As the head of tho adwnce guard approached the edge
of the woods & few hundred yards south of Belwval, a German
mzchine gun opened fire on our column from sach side of
the road. Patrols were sent to the right and left and
made short work of silencing these machine guns. VWhen
.the advance guard reuched Belval it was checksd for &
short time on zccount of the road being barriceded at
this place. These obstacles being cleared, the column
P UML) L b e i nmm oI TG NS AN IR Y N B a8 mﬁ‘;"‘ww‘*’“‘J‘J
and in rain which had started about this time. UThere
was & deadly silence only broken by the slush, sluah of
hundreds of feet marching in the mud, There was no smoking

~and no straggling in this colum, for ewryone realized

that such an act might mean disaster for the colum a¢
for himself. Our machine gumers carried their heavy
gund and equipment on their back but never & murmar Of
complaint was heard from them, Frequent halts were made
to intercept enamy detachments moving along our road and
to verify our route. At each of thede halts many of the

mon sat down in the road and fell aslesp during the short

i
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halt, as a result of thgin fatigns and.lagk of aslegp
for sewral nights.

At the head of our advance guard several Germen
speaking soldiere had been placed to hold the necessary
brief conversation with any enemy de tichments encountored.
Several such detachments wera taken prisonera without &
shot being fired.

The first body of German troops of appreclable size
that was encountered was about half way through the woods,
just north of La Forge Fme., There wes & clearing hore
of seven or eight hundred yards and these troops were
evidently preparing & position to firs upon our troops
the next day, as they advanced uscross this clearing.

Cur colum came upon these enemy troops at work,unannounced,
and a8 the leading company of owr adwnce gusrd openad

fire on the enemy posifion, thsre was a mad scramble

among them, much profenity and & rapid disappearance

of their numbers toward Berlin., At lewat one of the

enemy vaa shouting 1:1 a 1oud voice, "L:le down and fi%_ﬂ b |
but there wea little heed taken to this command and very .
fow shots were fired on our column. Just & our firing

gtarted an automobile was heard to start up near the

enemy poaition and disappear northward through the

woods. One of the priséners captured here stated that

the car contained thelr officers who made haste to'depart.
This skirmish netted uws sixty or seventy prisoners and
cost us no casualtiea,

The mnext event of interest happened about ome kilome
eter farther north a8 the column continued its advance.
As we approached this point there wers hesard the volces

of several teamsters 8teering their teams as they moved

- 12 -
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in 0 what appeared to be a transportdtic;n camp just to
the sast of our road, Other wagons and voices were hoard
in and around the ¢mp., To-guiet this"Hoisa and to cause
some confusion in this camp, about onse platoon of our
leading company openod firs into this camp from the road
8ldge Again thore wus & wild scramble of men and runuway
teams In this cemp and o rapid guiCting of this place as
the bulk of thom diseppeared eastwards This action de~
layed the column only & short time and it was soon moving
gquietly northward againe About ono kilometer from the
north edge of Bois de vaux - Dieulet there was a (German
Pirst 4id Station whidh we captured without a shot being
fired.
Finally, after what seemed to be an all night merch,
we arrived at the north edgs of the forest about 10:45
Pelle Just & few hundred yards north of the edge of this
forest along our route of adwnce and in the open was
la Tuilerie Ffme. There were sewral lights oxposed in
this house and from one window & signal lamp was in
operation, possibly communicating with a.rtillery in
e TSN s saar b a0 TSIy i i womromonen SRR RS gy o o B BRI
the foreste After our advanoe guard nad taken up a
position to the east of the main road and about two
hndred yards to the north of this farmhouse, liajor
Yende sent & strong patrol to surround this house and
 ospture ita contents, 4s our patrol sppeared at the
doors and demanded the surrender of all present, the
pfficers and men in the house socemed utterly awe 8 tricken
to seo American soldiers here. They were not difficult
to ;porﬁuﬁdo that tho house wasd surrounded, as other

Americans sppeared in view, and we captured what

13 =
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developed to be tho officers and men of & minenwerfer
company, ALl of their wespoms were on the ground out-
Side of this house.

Soon after the regiment had made its dispositions
for the night and the excitement had temporarily lessonad,
cama tho importent quostion of all American soldisers:
"When do we eat?" This question had been anticipated
and owr supply officer, Captain McDonald, had seen to
1t that the ration carts follow the column with warm
food and coffsgs Vhon it was announced that this food
was about to be served, everyone seemsd to forget that
they were within tho enemy lincs and as the soldiers
movad toward the ration carte and formed lina, the
rattle of mess kits and loud talking reminded ons of
serving & meal in tmining campas, Food and coffee
holped our morele cons iderably and there was & much
better spirit s our troops moved back to their positions
to dig in for the night.

The disposition of the regiment for the night was
ag followss hesdguarters at la Forge Fma the Third iyl

TR 0 W RN L S b v eI PR o s R e e el A
Battalion holding the outpost position, & lina running
generally east and west about two hundred yards north
of la Tuilerie Fme and extending from the main road to
about five hundred yarda east thersof; tho Second Bat-

. tallon was placed in pear of the Third and jmst south

of the famhouss; the First Battalion was placed from
four hundred to five hundred yrds in reur of the Seooﬁa.
Sentries and cossack postd were pouted to our front and
flunks and patrols were semt outs After this disposition
wes made all dug in and spemt a gulet but sloepless night,

for wo knew not what the next moment would bring forth.

w14 -



German linaes,

OPARATIONS ON NOVANMBER 4TH

During the night of Novembar 3 = 4th the 23rd In-
fentry came wp and extended our lines wastward from the
road, Our right flank was still exposed, Headguarters
of thoe Third Battalion of our regiment waes located in
la Tuilerie Fme,.

At about 9330 on this morning the line held by the
Third Battalion wes extonded to the eaast by the Second
Battalion and an attack was made to gain the high ground
to our front overlooking Beawnont. 4s soon &g this attack
was launchod, it was discoversd that the enamy had made
glaborate preparations to resist our further advanca.

On each side of tho road, about six hundred yards north-
—east of la Tuileris Fme, the enemy had placed about six

machine gunie. These wers dug in and so located as to

give grazing fire over & considerable part of our lines,.
i e AR R B85 30 008 mBu 8RR R ground tp omE. ..
northeas t .und in the woods to the cast of us. As our
attack s tarted, all of these guns openod fire and played
havoe with our lines, In addition to this, Richthoffen's

Circus, consisting of twelve or fourtsen vari-colored

planss playod“;_v;;ét‘z; 1ines for soms time. These plames

flow very low and kept their machine guns firing at our
troops a8 rapildly as possible, To complete this picturs,
tho enemy artillery also added to owr discomfort. In face
of this reaistance we suffered many casualtles and were
able to advanoce only & short distance. Our troops were

for awhile literally pimmed to the ground. To relieve
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VP BRALIONS ON NOVELBAR 6 = 644

There was mno change Iin our position on Lovembser
b6th, and cxcept for a few enemy shells coming our way,
there was no activity. rlans were mede for another
advence into enemy territory during the night.

At about 2300 Adiey November 6th, the regiment
started marching through Beaumont whers the Z8rd In-
fantry had established & line, Secumont - Lo 'tanne =
Hill 241, "This advance was made in the order, iMirst,
decond and Third pattalions. By this advance we gained
about four kilometers of ground and took up & position
on the west hunk of the Meuse River without suffering

(27) Van Horn, a casnalty, The poslition taken up wes ag followss (27)
i Regimental Headguartems at Beaumont; the First Battalion

in position from point at 206,56 = 31046 to la Sartelle

¥ T s T fme; the Second Battalien-continued -north and took wp
& position on high growd facing the river by 6300 Adle,
]
Companies "&" and "G" near la dartelle Fme, Company "F"
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(28) 24 Div, Hist, and Company "H" on the east edge of Bois Luguet; (28)
the Third Battalion took position in reserve in Bols du
Fond de Limon, The 20rd Infantry held positions on our
right, and tho lat Division was advancing on our left,
These positions were reached early in the morning, and

T were held throughout the day.

OPHRAT IONS ON NOVEMBER 7TH

At 1345 AJie, November 7th, this regiment was ordered
to occupy Villemontry and le Fanbourg with one company
oach. In respomse to this order the Thind Battallon,

from its position in reserve, sent Company "K" with one
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this situation ouwr patrols worked arcund such flunk

and grodually silenced the enemy maching guns on our
flanks. One of our 37 mme gund took & position in an
old barn at la Tuileris Fme and fired with good effect
on the machine guni on sach side of the road, mking
sewral diroct hita on this position.s In this way parts
of our line adwvanced from fiw to six hundred yards,
where it was halted,

This action caused consideruble losses in our
regliment, The Maching Gun Company along lost alghtean
men in killed and wounded on this morning. In the @hipd
Battalion there were omly two officors loft with the
four companlss, and the battalion adjutant was sent
out to locatoe and reorganize one of these companisa.

Without attempting to advance farther, we reorganized

83 well as practicable under fire our skeletonized units

and held the ground that was gainede.
Enemy reports and other conflicting reporis stats

that this regiment was driven out of ite position here

R R O et a0 c X

'énd that la Tuiloris Fme vwes retuken by the enemy. (25)

However, 1 personally know that this position was held
by our regiment end 1 was either in this farmhouse or
within a few hundred yards to the sast of it from mid-
night of lovember & = 4th to about 2300 Ali., November
i S '

Bnemy fire lessened during the afternoon, and on
the night of November 4th the 23rd Infantry sdvanced
through our position to Beaumont and Letame. Head-
quarters of this reglment was established at la Tuilerle

e during the day.
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platoon of the Machine Gun Company of the regiment to
vVillamontry and Company miv with another platoon of
machine guns to le Fatibourg. Theose units started at
4330 Adie and reached the former mentioned town at 6330
(29) wBez:nc:h,, Adie and the lattor town at 7330 Adl. (29) A detachment
i of the 26th Infantry was found in Villemontry (29) and
a detachment of the 18th Infentry and 26th Infantry was
found in le Fadbourgs. The mission of our two compsnies
was to prevent the enemy from crossing the river amd to
locate and protect any bridges remaining across the
river in the viciaity of these places.
Both of the abows mentioned towns were covered by
enany machine guns from the east bank of tho lisuse.
It was impossible to make any movement with safety in
or around these towns in daylight. Several casualties

wore suffered by these units in attempthdg to keep up

comxmnicdt ion and supply by daylight, — ——  ——

(PERTIONS ON NOVAMBAER 8UH

There was no change in the lines of this regiment
RRT s i, e R SR TN R S O L A R
Meuse between le Fatibourg and liouzon, and for this pur-
pose Companies "I" and "L" were moved into lo Faslbourg
aftor dark.
The crossing of this river at this time depended
on the serviceability of the bridge connecting these
towns. The enemy occupied Mouzon Aand at night placed
machine guna &% his end of the bridge to prevent our
troops from croesing, At the least noise on our side

of the river after darknesas, these guns sprayed our ared

with fire, so we had heen unable to reconnoiter the bridge.

~ 18 =
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On this night lejor, Yamie.ealled £or & 8quad of voluntsors
to reconnoiter this bridge and enter Mouzon and report
the strength of the enemy there. In response to this
call, Corporal Van lersel of Company "L" voluntesred

for this hazardous task and got together & squad of
German speaking voluntears to assist him. By cautiously
moving forward this squad reached the edge of the river
to find that the bridge had bsen dropped sight or ten
feat to water level. In getting down to the bridge
loose dirt falling from the banks brought enemy machine
gun fire on them from the opposite banke Une member of
the squad was killed by being struck in the abdomen by
this fires Corporal Van Iersel and the remainder of his
squad continued on their mission and got as fapr &8 the
conter of tho straem on—the Dbridge when they discovered

a trape A section of the bridge broke loose and floated

————

down the river carrying Corporel Van lersel with it.
The other volunteers roturnsd and reported the trap and
wire enténglements on the bridge and reported their
T o TS TS aomE WH, Tt e T

from this report, the corporal returned, wringing wet
from swimming back, and reported the bridge impassable,
For this act Comporal Van Iemel was recommended for,
and later received, ths Congreasional ledal.

Upon receipt of this message and finding that it
wag not practicable to cross the river this night, the
two companied were later sent back out of town to lessen

casualties ~ which were heavy on account of constant

ghelling of this town by the enemy.
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Cp ZRATIONS ON 1O VAMBER 9, 10 & 11TH

Thore was no change in our lines on thoe ninth.
This day was spent in reconnoitering and plamning to
cross the rivere. 'This regiment held the entire division
front on the night of November 9 =~ 10th, vwhile the 4th

(20) 24 Div, Hist. Brigede was attempting & crossing. (30)

On November 10th, about 7:00 Pelie, Companies "G"
and "H", of this regiment, assisted the 2nd Enginee rs
in putting two bridges across the llecuse east of la
dartolle Fme. Two battalions of the bth liarinss had
crossed by 11330 Pelley and the First Battalion, 9th
Infantry, followed in support of the Marino regiment

about 4315 Aelley November llth, Company "D" led the

battalion across and immedlately Somt & strongpatwel
to Pouilly, which found that & battalion of ths I655th
(31) 24 Dive Histe Infantry had tuken the town. (31) The First Battalion
thon took up & position along the road east of the river
in support of the Hth Marines who were near loulins.
When the Armistice stopped hostilities at 11300
e Wiy o vOnber TL 68, The UL IR Eas Ey Wl TUpR AR B S sy meo o
followss Headquarters &t Beaumont; First Battalion eust
of the river occupying & line along the road from I07.8 =
31140 to 308,56 = 311.8, in the order Companies “D", "C",
A" and "B", from right to left; Second Battalion in Bois
de l'Hospice; Third Battalion in Villemontry and le
Patibourg and vicinity.

The casusltiea suffered by the 9th Infentry werae

a8 followsas
Killed Wounded Miasing (Total
0££icers 4 19 0 28
Bnlisted Men 150 760 62 962

w 20



. AP b i e, NS
Tt s M G 0 A e L B S LT 4 A Y BT e L M A A
g

(32) 9th Inf, Histe
Pe 34

Lo

e AR A y
e i B ——

- - il A )
IR e 7 A AP IR
oo S ———— A e Semeien i 4 wesrios

o b A4 1

Thua anded alswén days of successful cumpaigns by
this regimsnte This regiment sntored the campaign with
an effective strength of 2,600 men, less than the strength
of any other like rogiment in the division; it suffered
more casualtiss, had less sick, and had mors men present
for duty at the end of the operation than any other like
unit in the division. (32)

ANALYS IS AND CRITIC ISLi3

fhe tactics employed by the 9th Infantry in marching
by night into German territory on the nights of November
2m3, Umd and D=6 were successful, but they might hav;e
been disastrous, had the enemy been more active and more

determineds This column would have been helpless on the

road if the enemy had discovered our plen and posted &

few machine guns &t any point along the road, Those
movements were bad tactics, but they worked successfully
and no doubt saved sewvaral days hard fighting and many
casualties through Bois de Belval,

§ thinks
The attack on the morning of November 4th, was, a

URLUm———— ., 5 et SO R BT s BT s L L o T et

support, our wmits were depleted and almost exhaus ted,
there was not proper support on our flanks, and the
enomy had organized his position during the night.

The operation, as & whole, wea very suoccessful,
The enemy was fighting & strong delaying action to
allow his wits to withdrew across the lMouse. This
information was the determining factor in ordering the

night marches to pursue & retreating enemy,

it
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The lessons to be lezrned from this campaign, asg
expressed in terms of the Principles of br, are set
forth balow.

(1) The Principle of the Objective was at all
times adhered to - thut of advancing into the enemy
position, cauwse his withdraval, and assist other units
to cut eriemy lines of communication and retrsat.

(2) The Offensive was maintained throughout, and
was made a vigorous offensive,

(3) Lass was alweys employsd by placing battalions
in column, ©The regiment had a front of one battalion
while advancing. i DR

(4) EHconomy of Forces was obtained by employing
only one battulion at & time until it was noecessary to
employ two to advence. A reserve was always held out.

(6) me Principle of Movament was employed on the

night marches, on the flank movements against enemy
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(6) Surprise was well illustrated on each of the
night marches which came &s & complete surprise to the
enemy and kept him nervous as to our next movements,

(7) BSecurity was provided by our formations in
depth and by our advance guards and flank guards.

(8) Simplicity was employed im all attacks.
Attecks were made in most cases in column of battalions,

(9) Cooperation was employed batweon units in the
regimont and with adjacent umits. Whon one battalion
vwes hold up another was sent to sxtond the flenks or to
advence through the one held wp., Auxiliapy weapons

cooperated with rifle wnitas,
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QUEST IONS AND ANSWARS

(1) <o Whet vas the experience and truining of
the 9th Infantry prior to November lst?

Ao This regiment was a veteran one., It had
particlpated in Battles of Chateau~lhierry, Soissons,
S3te Mihiol and Blanc liont,

(2) Qe Vhat was the enemy situation in front of
this regiment on November lat?

Ae The enemy hold the line St. Georges and
Landres et Ste Goorges and was organized In depth for
defense. <Thare were no well organized positions but
were well placed to utilize the strength of the ground.

.(3) Qe What was the mission of the attack of
Kovember 1 = 11, 19187

Ao Tho miasion of our forces was to cut enemy
lines of communication and lines of retmeat, forcing his
surrenders

(4) Qe What formation did this regiment adopt for
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A, colwm of battalions, two compa.niea in
attack and two in supports
(6) Qe How many night marches were made by this
regiment and for what distances?
A. Three night marches, On night of lovember
2 = 34 about two kilometora; on night of & - 4th about
elght kilometerss on night of 5=~ 6th about four kilometurs,
(6) Qe What was the objeot, or necessity, of these
night marches?
; A, Information was roceived that the enemy was
rapidly withdrawing aoross the lieuse. These marches were

made to allow a general adwance to strlke the enemy before
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he had withdrawn across the rivers
(7) Qe What, if any, res istance was met on these
marchest
A+ Enemey outposts were sncountored and dis=-
lodged on November 2 = 3rd; on November & = 4th, out-
posts and rear position in course of preparation were
sncountered and dlalodgsd; on November b - 6th practic=-
ally no resistance,
(8) Qe How far did the entire attack advancse?
Ao About twenty-eight kilometors.
(9) Qe How was crossing of the leuse effected?
Ae By construction of two bridges by Znd
Bngineers, assistod by two companies of 9th Infantry.
(10) Qe Vhat was the disposition of this regiment
when armis tice hacame effective?
A, Fipst Battalion was east- of the hléuae;
Second Battelion in Bois de 1'Hoapice on west tank;
and Third Battalion in towns of Villesmontry and le

Patibourg on west bank,
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